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namic.  Please keep the 

lines of communication 

open throughout the school 

year with your child’s teach-

ers and all staff members.   

On that same note of work-

ing together, I would like to 

thank the PTO for the hard 

work that went into getting 

our playground ready for 

the children’s return.  

Mulch was delivered, boy 

scouts shoveled it, tractors 

spread it, and families lev-

eled it.  This was truly a 

community  project.  Thank 

you for the donated time 

and energy. 

Well wishes for every family 

of Towanda Elementary 

School and a wonderful, 

successful school year! 

-Karrah Jensen 

   Principal Message 

   Calendar of Events   

Welcome to the 2009-2010 

school year!  This is an ex-

citing  time for parents, 

teachers, and students.  I 

am looking forward to get-

ting to know each child at 

Towanda Elementary 

School.  We are met with 

some transitional times this 

year. This is the largest en-

rollment Towanda has seen 

in over a decade!   It will be 

a seamless transition for all 

with the addition of a kin-

dergarten section.  We have 

a few new staff members 

added to our Towanda fam-

ily.  For a listing please refer 

to page 4 of this newsletter.  

Families will have the op-

portunity to meet all new 

staff at the Back to School 

Picnic on Tuesday, August 

25th. 

My position here at To-

wanda allows me to work 

with students, staff , and 

parents in a variety of ways, 

one of which is the Instruc-

tional Media Center 

teacher.  This is a new op-

portunity for me and I look 

to the challenge of meeting 

all of the needs of this posi-

tion.  I am lucky enough to 

also see each child of To-

wanda at least once a week 

in an educational setting.  

This also affords me the 

opportunity to work closely 

with many of our parent 

volunteers.   

One of the best ways to 

ensure a schools success is 

through a strong parent 

school partnership.  At To-

wanda we hold in high re-

gard that relationship dy-

August: 

 

25– Back to School Picnic  

       6:00 to 7:30 

27—Rain Date for Picnic    

 

 

September:   

 

3—Curriculum Night 6:00 

7—Labor Day, No School 

8—PTO 7:00 

14—School Pictures 
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Backpack Safety Tips:  
 
• Use both straps 
• Load heaviest 

items closest to 
your back 

• Use pack with well 
padded straps 

• Adjust straps to fit 
snug against back 

• Arrange books/
materials so they 
don't’ slide 



PTO News 

School News and Reminders   

  
 Welcome to a new school year! We have such an exciting year ahead of us. As the president of the Towanda Elementary PTO, I 

would like to express my gratitude to the wonderful staff that we have at Towanda and welcome Mrs. Jensen to our Towanda family. I 

look forward to continuing to support staff and students through our PTO efforts this year. Every parent with a child at Towanda Ele-

mentary is a member of the PTO, and I invite you to attend our monthly meetings where free babysitting is offered. We have many ex-

citing events planned for this year: Back to School Picnic, Deck the Halls, and the Winter Supper and Basket Raffle. There are many op-

portunities to serve and enhance the environment of your child’s school. Please look for volunteer forms to come home with your child, 

and you may sign up to be a room parent at the Back to School Picnic. Whether you are new to the community and/or school or you are 

a seasoned veteran, please consider donating some of your precious time to PTO. When I joined the community four years ago with an 

incoming kindergartener, PTO allowed me to get to know the staff, parents, and nuances of Towanda Elementary. Now, I am the parent 

of a third grader, and I can’t wait for the challenges of a new school year. Please contact me at any time if you have questions or con-

cerns at mackinsn@unit5.org. 

 Best regards, 

Nicki Mackinson 

 

♦ During the school day, 

all interior doors are 

locked, except for the 

front office. 

 

♦ Towanda has a new 

look!  Check out our new 

logo.  You will see this 

logo in a variety of 

places such as the news-

letter and website.  It’s a 

Great Day to be a Bull-

dog! 

♦ This year 3rd, 4th, and 

5th grade teachers will 

be implementing a new 

piece of technology for 

the Smartboards.  These 

slates will have the abil-

ity to project their writ-

ing onto the Smartboard 

using a wireless slate 

board from any where in 

the classroom. 

♦ Office Hours for the 

2009-2010 school year 

are 7:45—4:15 

♦ Towanda’s website has 

been under construction 

this past summer.  

Please take a look at the 

new website and all that 

it has to offer.  Our 

school’s webmaster 

Susan Steinbach has 

worked diligently to get 

it up and running. 

♦ Lunch prices have 

changed this year $1.65 

for a lunch and $0.40 for 

milk.  Please note and 

plan accordingly. 

 

♦ Due to the large number 

of students that To-

wanda will be serving 

this year, students will 

no longer have a micro-

wave available to them 

during the lunch hour.  

Our goal is for all stu-

dents to eat a well bal-

ance meal during this 

limited time.   

♦ Adult supervision begins 

at 8:10 every morning..  

Unless students are reg-

istered in the YPals pro-

gram, they may not ar-

rive at school prior to 

8:10 am.   

♦ Please use the atten-

dance hotline  (728-

8020) when calling in an 

absent or late arriving 

student.  The attendance 

line is available 24 hours 

a day.   

♦ All school visitors must 

sign in at the office for a 

badge to wear while in 

the building.  Staff mem-

bers will stop non badge 

wearing visitors and ask 

them to return to the 

office.   

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting 
sentence or quote from the story here.” 

President—Nichole Mackinson 

Vice President—Kelly Schwamberger 

Secretary—Amy Kinsella 

Treasurer—Rhonda Simonson  

Towanda Staff Members 

Office Staff 

Karrah Jensen: Principal 

Wilma Koesterer: Admin Asst. 

Teachers 

Judy Lancaster: Kindergarten 

Laura Beth Litwiller : Kindergarten 

Stacie Finlen: First Grade 

Katrina Bates: Second Grade 

Lisa Heaser: Third Grade 

Adria Carter: Fourth Grade 

Susan Steinbach: Fifth Grade 

Laurie Roth:  LD Resource 

Christine Demetre: LD Resource 

Heather Anderson: Speech 

Peggy Caslow: Art 

Patty Houseworth: PE 

Pam Easton: PE 

Heide Blaine: Music 

Support Staff 

Jan Murray: Nurse 

Kim Page: Social Worker 

Tiffany Taylor: Psychologist 

Liz Tomera: TA, fourth grade 

Susan Haag: TA, second grade 

Renne Slagel:  TA first/second grade 

Jaime Gamblin: TA, kindergarten 

Ed Smock: Head Custodian 

Joe Hinderliter: Night Custodian 

Sandy Schwoerer: Kitchen Mgr. 

Roxa Baize:  Kitchen Helper 

 



  Health News  

   Volunteer Screening 

   PE News    

Also consider sending in 
nonfood items for birthday 
treats such as pencils, 
pens, erasers, notepads, 
and stickers.  A classroom 
donation of books or 
board games is also an-
other wonderful option.   
As a school community 
this is one way we can help 
make healthy living  
choices for children.  
Thank you for your sup-
port! 

Towanda will be continuing 
with the healthy lifestyle 
choices that have been es-
tablished here for snack and 
birthday treats.  Please 
avoid high sugar, high fat , 
low nutrient snacks for 
birthday treats.  All prod-
ucts containing nuts are 
prohibited from classrooms 
due to our increasing popu-
lation of students with al-
lergy concerns.  Some ideas 
for classroom treats or 
individual snacks could in-
clude: 

• Fresh fruits and veggies 
• Pretzels, baked prod-

ucts 

• Animal crackers 

• Low fat yogurts 

• Dried fruits 

• Graham crackers 

• Bread sticks 

• Salsa and baked chips 

• Whole wheat crackers 

• Cheese cubes or string 

helmet ready for your child 

to participate in skating. 

Skatetime will also be provid-

ing enough helmets for a 

class if a student chooses not 

to bring one from home. 

Looking forward once again 

to having a SAFE and FUN 

time with your children in PE 

class.  

-Mrs. Houseworth  

Hope all of you enjoyed our 

cooler and wetter than usual 

summer months and were 

able to take advantage and 

be very active while away 

from school. I look forward to 

all of us getting back to-

gether having fun in the gym 

and keeping our bodies mov-

ing outside. I also look for-

ward to incorporating our 

new CATCH equipment and 

activities into our program. 

For those students in 4th and 

5th grade that will be inter-

ested in joining INTRAMU-

RALS this fall, we will begin a 

fitness program on Oct. 6 and 

continue every Tuesday and 

Thursday through Nov. 19. I 

would also like to let you 

know in advance about pre-

paring for our annual skating 

unit in January by having a 

Attention Towanda Parents, 

 
The District has implemented the policy that all volunteers in the building must be screened.  In compliance with the 

Unit 5 Board of Education, we have been asked to have all volunteers provide information for a background check to 

ensure the level of safety for our children is maintained.  They have partnered with Bushue Human Resources, Inc to 

provide this service.  Bushue has become a respected name in the industry for more than ten years - providing hu-

man resource, safety, and insurance consulting needs.  Secured Socket Layer technology is used to protect your 

information in transit to their systems.    

To get registered to volunteer at Towanda you may attend the first PTO meeting or come in before or after school.  

The process is quick and requires only basic information.  You will need to show a photo ID before beginning.  Thank 

you for your cooperation with this invaluable process! 
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 Keep saving 
those Boxtops 

for Education! 

 We can also 
recycle old 
printer car-
tridges for fami-
lies 

“Coming         
together is a  
beginning; 
Keeping         

together is   
progress; work-
ing together is 

success.” 

- Henry Ford 



Question and Answer Section 
Each month this section is designated for the parents or students of Towanda.  If there is something you would like to know 
about our school, please fill out the bottom portion of this newsletter.  In the following months, I will try to answer ques-
tions that will benefit the school community.  Often your question is something that others are interested in as well.  Thank 
you. 

Mrs. Jensen 

 

Question:  

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Welcome to Towanda! 

New Staff Listing: 

Christine Demetre:  Special Education Teacher 

Laura Beth Litwiller:  Kindergarten Teacher 

Pam Eaton:  Physical Education 

Susan Haag:  Teaching Assistant 2nd grade 

Jaime Gamblin:  Teaching Assistant Kindergarten 

Renee Slagel:  Teaching Assistant 1st and 2nd  

Character Counts Program 
We will be continuing the Character 
Counts program this year at Towanda.  
With the growth of student population 
that has occurred this year we will be 
revisiting all of the six character traits 
at the Friday assemblies.  Students 
observed exhibiting one of the traits 
will receive a Character Gram.  This 
can be from any staff member in the 
building.  Students can use their earned 
Character Grams to purchase items at 
the school store or save up for big 
ticket items like Principal for the Day 
or lunch with principal.  Our goal is to 
create an environment where all 
students understand the value of good 
character. 

We are on the web! 
www.unit5.org/towanda 

McLean County Unit District 
5    Curriculum Night 

On September 3rd we will be welcoming all parents into our building for a night based 
on classroom curriculum.  This valuable time is when parents can come and meet their 
child’s teacher, hear important classroom information, and gain more insight in the cur-
ricular goals expected of each child.  Each teacher will have presentation time in their 
classrooms and then I invite all parents into the gym for a group session based on 
school—wide information.  The evening is an important connection to your child’s edu-
cation.  We do ask that at least one parent be in attendance.  Please know this is not a 
time for parents to have individual conferences with teachers.  If you are wanting specific 
information about your child we request that you set up a meeting time outside of this 
curriculum night.  The schedule for the evening is as follows: 

 
Kindergarten and 1st will present in their classrooms from 6:00 to 6:30 

All parents all grade levels meet in gym for presentation from 6:30 to 7:00 

3rd, 4th, and 5th will present in their classrooms from 7:00 to 7:30 
**Second grade will be having curriculum night when Mrs. Bates returns from leave but I 
do invite you to the whole group presentation from 6:30 to 7:00 


